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Poll Suggests Canadians and Women in Particular Support Gun Registry  

 
 
Leger and Leger surveyed 1,506 respondents between December 21 and 23, 2009. Margin of error ±2,53 
per cent, 19 times out of 20. 
 
Poll Highlights  
1. Overall, supporters of the registry outnumber opponents by 2:1 - 59% said registration is useful and 

should be maintained compared to 27% who thought it was useless and should be scrapped and 
14% who said undecided or preferred not to say. 

 
2.  In every province across Canada, except Manitoba/Saskatchewan more people support the registry 

than oppose it. Quebec 74% to 12%, Ontario 58% versus 27%, MB/SK 39% versus 45%, ALB 48% 
versus 37%, BC 57% versus 31% 
 

3. Women are more likely to support the registry (66%) than men (51%) 
 

4. Parents also support the registration of firearms with 61% for and 26% against.  
 
 

 
Q: In 1995 Canada passed a law increasing the controls on firearms. This law requires that gun owners 
have a license to possess firearms and that each firearm that they own must be registered to them, 
prohibits certain handguns and military weapons, requires owners to pass a safety test and a safety 



 

 

check, and requires firearms to be stored unloaded in a secure place. In general, do you support or 
oppose this law? Would that be strongly or somewhat? 
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Q: Recently, new legislation was introduced to eliminate the need to register rifles and shotguns. While 
licenses to own are renewed periodically, registration is a onetime only procedure that occurs when a gun 
is purchased. A lot of money was spent setting up the system, but the current cost of registering rifles 



 

 

and shotguns is three million dollars a year. Some people say that registration ensures gun owners are 
accountable for their firearms and that the registry is an important tool used daily. 
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