
Faces 20-month prison sentence

Judge to deliberate till Feb. 3 Acquitted in officer's death, Brossard man pleads guilty to 
eight firearms charges
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A Quebec Court judge will deliberate on a joint sentencing recommendation made by 
the Crown and defence after Basil Parasiris pleaded guilty to eight weapons offences 
yesterday.

Before Parasiris, 43, pleaded guilty at the Longueuil courthouse, Judge André Vincent 
advised him that he was not required to accept the recommendation, which would see 
him serve the equivalent of a 20-month prison term, followed by 16 months of 
probation. Last year, a jury acquitted Parasiris of first-degree murder in the death of 
Laval police Constable Daniel Tessier.

Despite Vincent's caution, Parasiris still pleaded guilty to eight counts related to four 
loaded firearms seized from his Brossard home after he killed Tessier during a predawn 
drug raid.

After hearing brief statements from crown prosecutor Joëlle St. Germain and defence 
lawyer Dominique Shoofey, the judge decided to deliberate on the sentence for a 
couple of weeks. He said he would render his decision on Feb. 3.

Parasiris showed up at the courthouse carrying a large gym bag, apparently full of 
personal belongings, knowing he would have to serve some time behind bars no matter 
what Vincent decided yesterday. He was immediately placed in custody after entering 
his plea.

Three of the counts he pleaded guilty to, possession of a restricted or prohibited 
firearm, carried a one-year minimum prison term, and a 10-year maximum, when the 
weapons were seized in March 2007. Ottawa has since amended the mandatory minimum 
to a three-year prison term. Parasiris also pleaded guilty to one count of possession of 
a firearm at an unauthorized address and four counts of improper storage of a firearm.

Parasiris had a permit for the gun he used to kill Tessier, a Ruger .357 magnum 
revolver, but it was improperly registered to a previous address. During the murder 
trial, Parasiris admitted he bought three other guns illegally, kept all four loaded in 
his house and did not store them properly.

St. Germain asked Vincent to consider the fact the revolver was used to kill Tessier 
and wound another police officer as aggravating factors in sentencing. She also 
informed Vincent that the loaded firearms were hidden in various parts of Parasiris's 
home, instead of being locked up, and his children could easily have gotten their hands 
on them.

Parasiris testified during his trial that he mistakenly believed he, his wife and their 
two children (ages 14 and 7 at the time) were about to become the victims of a home 



invasion when nine Laval police officers burst into his home in what is described as a 
"dynamic entry" to execute a warrant.

Such surprise predawn raids are conducted when police believe a suspect will attempt 
to destroy evidence.

Several Laval police officers, including at least two who were part of the botched 
raid when Tessier was killed, were in attendance in the courtroom.

The raid was conducted as part of a year-long investigation into a group of drug 
dealers who operated out of Laval. Parasiris was observed with at least two of the 
dealers during the investigation and they visited his club in Dorval.

But Parasiris was never charged with drug trafficking.

He served nearly two months behind bars before he was granted bail in the murder 
case in 2007. Because time served while awaiting the outcome of a trial counts as 
double, Parasiris would have only 16 months left to serve if Vincent accepts the joint 
recommendation.
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